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This book provides a rock solid opening repertoire for Black, using systems based on the move

...c6. The backbone of this repertoire is the Caro-Kann versus 1 e4 and the Semi-Slav (via a Slav

move order) versus 1 d4. In general these systems aim to neutralise Whiteâ€™s early initiative.

They aim for success by the gradual accumulation of small advantages, rather than by emerging

victorious from an early tactical melee (which is rather problematic with the black pieces at the best

of times).The book is co-authored by Cyrus Lakdawala and Keaton Kiewra and takes a

teacher/student format. The â€œstudentâ€• Keaton Kiewra is a very strong international master with

two grandmaster norms. He normally specialises in razor-sharp defences such as the Sicilian

Dragon and Kingâ€™s Indian. Now he wants to broaden his style and develop his skills at handling

more sedate positions. His â€œteacherâ€• is Cyrus Lakdawala, an extremely experienced player,

coach and author, who guides Keaton along the learning path.Everything you need to know to

defend with Black systems based on ...c6.The Q and A approach emphasizes plans and

strategies.Written by an expert on the Caro-Kann and Semi-Slav Defences
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Cyrus Lakdawala is an International Master, a former National Open and American Open

Champion, and a six-time State Champion. He has been teaching chess for over 30 years, and

coaches some of the top junior players in the US.Keaton Kiewra is a strong International Master

with two grandmaster norms. He is the current 2016 Southern California Co-Champion and also the

manager of the San Diego Surfers PRO Chess League team. He works as a full-time chess

instructor and his students have been consistently ranked toward the top of their age group



nationally.

Excellent repertoire book. The authors are enthusiastic about the lines covered which makes them

fun to learn. The humor sprinkled throughout the book is a delight. The authors are refreshingly

honest about white's most promising tries, and they equip you to do the hard work necessary to

combat them in your own games.

A great alternative approach to investigate openingsystems - or for that matter, all sorts of chess.

Apart from the "pupil-teacher" angle, the amount of homour creates nice levels of entertainment; all

some that is too rare in chess litterature and education. There may be points where you wonder if

"this" leads somewhere - same can be said about "that." It does!The book covers, as stated, the

solid replies to d4 and e4, which one way or the other circles around the move pawn c6.This volume

is far from as dry as much chessmaterial has a tendency to be! It's akmost contradictive when you

consider the opening-systems it's covering - and covering so nicely and profound.It's one of those

books I wont recommend! I'd keep it for myself.Thanks Cyrus & Kiewra

Good opening resource.
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